
	  	  

Vocabulary  
Development  

 

MEANINGFUL USE 
 

Define words but have 
students paraphrase 
their meaning in a way 
they are able to 
connect.  
 
Have scholars create a 
list of examples where 
each word could be 
used in context.  
 
Children can create 
sentences that show 
they understand the 
meaning of each word.  

SYNTHESIZING 
 
Have students to sort a 
list of vocabulary 
words by 
characteristics or other 
commonality.  
 
Scholars can identify 
possible word parts 
(prefixes, suffixes, and 
common root words) 
 
Children can write a 
passage using a set # of 
vocabulary words that 
shows they understand 
the meaning of each 
and can use them 
together in context.  

 
Exposing your 
child to a few words 
as frequently as 
possible will increase 
opportunities for 
retention. Be creative 
with how children 
interact with words. 
Make things exciting, 
challenging, and fun. 
The entire family can 
be challenged with 
each list in a variety 
of ways. Included are 
a few recommended 
activities, but of 
course add your own 
as they come to 
mind.  

 
Vocabulary development is an integral part of building 
scholars’ comprehension abilities. Reading levels 
improve drastically in correlation to how children are 
exposed to and are able to integrate new vocabulary 
words regularly. Educating While Black will provide 
ongoing vocabulary lists to assist you with developing 
your child’s vocabulary skills. Students should say 
words orally, learn to spell them, learn the meanings of 
each word, and learn how to appropriately integrate 
these words into daily language.  
 
Any scholar who is reading with a basic understanding 
of phonics is prepared to begin vocabulary 
development. Those that are not yet reading should 
reference the sight words list attached each week. A 
phonics list is also included for beginning readers. 
Vocabulary lists are progressive by level. Make this 
decision based on your assessment of your child’s 
ability. CHALLENGE THEM!!! 
 

INTEGRATION 
For lower level 
vocabulary words, 
connect the meanings 
to actual objects, 
people, or familiar 
places. For higher-level 
words, activate prior 
knowledge by 
discussing synonyms 
that may be more 
familiar.  
 

REPETITION 
Say words aloud with 
appropriate 
pronunciation as often 
as possible. Spelling 
words aloud or on 
paper is also beneficial.  


